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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Leominster  Borough  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950,  which  has 
been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1 12/50. 

During  1950,  there  were  two  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  worthy  of  com¬ 
ment.  hour  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  within  the  Borough  with  one  resultant 
death.  Follow-up  of  the  remaining  three  cases  almost  a  year  later  has  revealed 
that  one  case  still  has  a  moderate  degree  of  resultant  paralysis  but  is  not  inter¬ 
fering  with  a  normal  life;  the  second  case  showing  very  slight  paralysis  and  the 
third  has  left  no  sequelae.  Whooping  Cough  was  notified  in  73  cases.  Seven 
cases  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  there  was  one  resultant  death. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  statistics  for  the  country  show  that  over  nine  million 
children  in  England  and  Wales  have  now  been  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  last  10  years.  As  a  consequence,  the  annual  deaths  have  been  reduced 
from  2,800  to  about  95  and  cases  from  55,000  to  less  than  2,000  for  the  country. 

A  drop  of  27,000  immunisations  during  the  first  half  of  1950  coupled  with 
observation  that  because  of  the  vast  reduction  in  diphtheria  parents  become  less 
alive  to  the  dangers  of  the  disease,  prove  that  renewed  efforts  must  be  made  to 
sustain  the  campaign  if  valuable  ground  is  not  to  be  lost. 

The  Three  Counties  Agricultural  Show  which  was  held  on  three  successive 
days,  although  bringing  a  large  influx  of  visitors  and  animals  to  the  Borough  had 
no  adverse  affect  on  the  public  health  neither  was  the  town’s  water  supply  affected 
by  the  proximity  of  the  Show  Ground  to  the  water  collecting  grounds. 

During  1950,  28  new  Council  houses  were  completed,  which  is  an  increase  of 
eight  over  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  housing  applications  has  fallen 
from  468  to  270;  this  does  not  represent  a  reduction  in  the  need  for  houses  as 
much  as  an  indication  that  the  applicants  are  deterred  by  the  heavy  rental  involved. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk, 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  help  and  co-operation  they  have 
extended  to  me  since  taking  up  my  duties  and  I  look  forward  to  such  close  co¬ 
operation  and  harmony  in  the  future  that  the  best  interests  of  Leominster  might 
be  furthered. 
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L.  N.  GOULD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 

Area  (in  acres) 

8,728 

Population 

.. 

... 

6,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1930)  according  to  the  Rate  Books  1,737 

Rateable  Value 

£35,955 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

£141  14  0 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR:- 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

116 

50 

66 

(Illegitimate) 

12 

3 

9 

Total 

128 

53 

75 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

3 

— 

3 

(Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

DEATHS  . 

84 

37 

47 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 
DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

— 

— 

— 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

3 

1 

2 

(Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES, 

1950: 

Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

•  •• 

20.8 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15.8 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population) 

0.49 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

... 

0.37 

Death  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

13.7 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

23.4 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

... 

29.8 

SECTION  6.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Since  the  end  of  the  year  the  Laboratory  has  moved  from  the  County  Offices  to 
new  premises  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

CLINICS 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  scheme  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district :  — 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ...  Monday  and  Friday,  10  to  II  am. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  ...  Tuesdays  (by  appointment) 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  ...  Wednesdays  (by  appointment) 

Child  Psychology  ...  Thursdays  (by  appointment) 

Vaccination  ...  First  Friday  of  each  month,  11  a.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  ...  Fridays,  2  to  4  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic  ...  Fridays,  2  to  4  p.m. 
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All  the  above  clinics  are  held  in  the  annexe  at  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital. 

Venereal  Diseases:  At  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays. 

Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic:  Organised  on  a  voluntary  basis  and  held  at 
the  Hospital  annexe. 

The  schemes  also  provide  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Paediatric, 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Eye  Clinics.  Children  are  referred  to  these  Clinics  as 
and  when  required,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Medical  or  Infant 
Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 

The  object  of  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  to  give  treatment  for  minor 
medical  conditions  before  they  develop  into  anything  more  serious  and  require 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  child’s  own  doctor.  It  is  thus  preventive  in  nature. 
The  clinic  also  serves  a  useful  purpose  in  that  regular  supervision  can  be  main¬ 
tained  over  children  with  defects — such  as  visual  and  orthopaedic  defects — and 
is  thus  of  assistance  to  the  Education  Authority. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  from  a  deep  well  at  Worcester  Road  and 
from  a  well  at  Midsummer  Meadow  and  the  Western  Supply.  From  these 
sources,  the  water  is  pumped  to  the  reservoir  at  Newlands.  During  the  year,  the 
steam  pumps  have  been  replaced  by  electric  pumps.  The  raw  water  supply  re¬ 
mains  good.  93  samples  after  chlorination  were  taken,  1 1  not  being  up  to  stan¬ 
dard.  All  re-samples  proved  satisfactory. 

The  Three  Counties  Agricultural  Show  held  on  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  of 
June  was  situated  close  to  the  water  collecting  grounds.  The  water  in  the  Mid¬ 
summer  Meadow  well  adjacent  was  chlorinated  for  a  month  following  the  Show 
in  addition  to  the  routine  chlorination  and  had  no  adverse  effect  on  the  bacter¬ 
iological  water  samples. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  alterations  in  the  sewerage  disposal  system  were  made  during  the  year. 
The  plans  for  a  proposed  new  scheme  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  approval. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  S.  Smith,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  the 
following  statement  (Section  C  to  E)  furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTION 

WATER 

Chlorination  of  piped  water  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  At  the 
Waterworks  Pumping  Station  the  steam  powered  pumps  have  been  superseded 
by  electricallly  operated  centrifugal  pumps. 

PIPED  SUPPLIES  (Public  Water  Mains) 

(1)  The  Piped  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  ii) 
general  been  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  (b)  in  quantity. 

(2)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS: 

(a)  RAW  WATER  BEFORE  TREATMENT  —  Sixteen  samples  taken 
of  which  thirteen  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  absent  in  100  ml.  ...  12 

Percentage  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  absent  in  100  ml.  ...  75% 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  found  in  100  ml.  ...  4 
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ANALYSES 


Number  of 

Number 

Coliform  Bacilli 

of 

Observations 

in  100  ml. 

Samples 

0 

11 

Satisfactory. 

0 

1 

Not  entirely  satisfactory. 

2 

1 

Satisfactory. 

3 

1 

Satisfactory. 

3 

1 

Small  number  of  faecal  organisms  present 

25 

1 

Coliform  organisms  not  of  excretal  origin. 

Total  lb 


(b)  WATER  AFTER  CHLORINATION  —  Ninety-three  samples  taken 
of  which  eighty-two  reported  upon  as  satisfactory.  Eleven 
samples  not  up  to  standard  expected  of  chlorinated  supply. 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  absent  in  100  ml.  ...  76 

Percentage  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  absent  in  100  ml.  ...  81.7% 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Bact.  Coli  found  in  100  ml.  ...  17 

ANALYSES 


Number  of  Number 


Coliform  Bacilli  of 

in  100  ml.  Sampl< 


0  7f) 

I  4 

1  4 

1  3 

3  2 

3  1 

75  1 

35  1 

35  1 


Total  93 


Observations 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Few  organisms  of  Faecal  origin  present. 

Few  organisms  not  of  excretal  origin 
present. 

Few  organisms  of  Faecal  origin  present. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Considerable  number  of  organisms  not 
of  excretal  origin. 

Considerable  number  of  organisms  of 
excretal  origin. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS: 

Raw  water  before  treatment  —  One  sample  taken  and  result  appears  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Water  after  chlorination  —  One  sample  taken  and  reported  upon  as 
satisfactory. 

(3)  No  plumbo-solvent  action  —  hard  water. 

(4)  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination  —  Immediate  re-sampling. 
All  re-samples  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains :  — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses:  1,529  houses.  Approximate  population  5,100. 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes:  42  houses.  Approximate  population  150. 


5 


SHALLOW  WELLS  or  SPRING  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  relying  on  spring  or  well  water  is  as 
follows :  — 

Borough  Proper  ...  1 

Out-Parish  ...  196  Approximate  population:  750 

197 

REMARKS 

The  following  Out-Parish  areas  are  not  provided  with  piped  supplies : 
Brierley,  Elms  Green,  Stagbatch,  Hyde  Ash,  Aulden  and  Wintercott,  Stretford 
and  Hennor,  Wharton  and  Marlbrook.  In  general  the  water  supplies  for  houses 
in  Out-Parish  areas  are  private  shallow  wells,  usually  unlined  and  of  a  type  sub¬ 
ject  to  contamination.  Of  the  three  samples  of  well  and  spring  water  taken,  two 
were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory.  Piped  supplies  exist  in  whole  of  the  Borough 
Proper.  Plans  and  estimates  for  the  extension  of  the  Town  Water  Supply  to 
serve  the  Hyde  Ash  area  have  been  prepared  and  deposited  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  approval. 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 

(a)  Piped  supplies  (House  taps,  Waterworks  well,  Midsummer 


Well  and  Western  Supply  Well)  ...  ...  ...  109 

(b)  Wells  and  Springs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Swimming  Bath  (Bacteriological)  ...  ...  ...  4 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

House  Drains  and  other  Buildings 

Smoke,  colour  and  water  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  drains  laid  (old  premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cleansed,  trapped  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Inspection  chambers  built  (old  premises)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Septic  Tanks  built  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


BOROUGH  Proper  —  Drainage  of  old  premises  is  in  the  main  poor,  consisting 
usually  of  unjointed  pipes,  devoid  of  inspection  chambers  or  ventilation  shafts. 

No  BOROUGH  Sewage  Works  exists  and  sewage  disposal  is  to  an  open  ditch. 
OUT-PARISH  —  New  houses  drained  to  Septic  Tanks.  Old  houses  generally 


feed  to  ditches. 

Number  of  Houses  drained  to  sewer: 

Borough  Proper  ...  ...  1,391 

Out-Parish  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  Houses  not  drained  to  sewer: 

Borough  Proper  ...  ...  30 

Out-Parish  ...  ...  ...  293 

CLOSETS 

Additional  provided  (old  houses  and  other  buildings)  ...  ...  4 

Conversion  or  renewals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


BOROUGH  Proper  —  Common  usage  of  closets,  usually  by  the  occupants  of 
two  houses,  prevail  in  some  cases.  A  type  of  closet  existing  is  the  long  hopper 
with  a  wooden  surround.  As  new  houses  come  into  being,  and  areas  are  cleared, 
common  usages  will  cease. 

OUT-PARISH  —  Pails  and  privy  closets  predominate. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  working  class  houses  were  flooded  or  rendered  uninhabitable  during  the 
year  under  review. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Tipping  was  continued  at  the  public  tip  with  satisfactory  results.  Treatment 
of  the  tip  against  rodents  is  carried  out  periodically. 

An  improvement  effected  during  the  year  has  been  the  institution  of  a 
refuse  collection  service  for  houses  in  the  Out-Parish.  The  whole  of  the  Borough 
and  the  Out-Parish  is  now  served  by  refuse  collection  vehicles.  Collections  take 
place  weekly  or  fortnightly  according  to  locality. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  73 

Inspections  ...  ...  24 

Defects  found  ...  ...  3 

Remedied  ...  ...  3 

TENTS  AND  CARAVANS 

Camping  does  not  exist  on  a  large  scale.  No  sites  registered. 

Number  of  caravans  in  Borough  and  Out-Parish  ...  ...  7 

Caravans  removed  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  sewers  received  two  treatments  at  certain  manholes.  Little  evidence  of 
rat  infestation  was  found  in  the  sewers.  The  Public  Abattoir  and  Refuse  Tip 
received  periodic  treatment. 

Sewers 

Number  of  manholes  treated  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


1.  PREVALENCE  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 


Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  Area 
in  which  infestation  was 

Analysis 

Number  infested  by 

Type  of  Property 

Notified 

Otherwise 

by 

dis¬ 

Total 

Rats* 

Mice 

Occupier 

covered 

Major 

Minor 

only 

Local  Authority’s 

_ 

8 

8 

1 

7 

_ 

Property 

Dwelling  House 

...  2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Business  Premises 

8 

2 

10 

2 

8 

— 

Agricultural  Property  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

10 

10 

20 

3 

17 

— 

7 
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§  Excluding  treatments  included  under  block  treatments. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

None  in  the  Borough  or  Out-Parish. 

BEDBUGS 

No  cases  of  bedbugs  were  reported  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTION  on  account  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Premises  fumigated  ...  ...  12. 

Mode  of  disinfection  —  Formalin  lamps  and  liquid  spraying. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1936  —  FOOD  PREMISES 

Constant  hot  water  heaters  installed  in  nine  premises. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 

TABLE  SHOWING  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  AND  THE  RESULTS 


Inspections  under 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Housing  (1936)  Act 

62 

2 

— 

2 

Housing  (Public  Health  Acts) 

299 

119 

13 

111 

Factories  . 

24 

2 

— 

2 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

54 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Samples 

51 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Premises  and  Kitchens 

118 

11 

— 

9 

Abattoir  . 

Drains  (Smoke,  Colour  and 

...  936 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Tests) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Samples 

...  116 

1 

— 

1 

Infectious  Diseases 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Rodent  Control 

...  132 

6 

— 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

37 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Samples 
Miscellaneous  Visits 

30 

1 

— 

1 

(P.H.  Act) 

29 

29 

— 

27 

Schools — School  Camps 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Tents  and  Caravans 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Totals 

1,940 

172 

13 

166 

Defects  Remedied  ...  ...  140 

Dustbins  Renewed  ...  ...  51 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

LIST  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION: 

At  the  end  of  December,  1949>  the  number  of  live  applications  for  Council 
houses  was  given  as  468. 
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During  the  present  year  an  amended  form  was  issued  to  all  applicants  on  the 


Council’s  Housing  List,  and  at  the  31st  December, 
applications  was  270,  a  decrease  of  198. 


1950  the  number  of  live 


Classification  of 

Applicants 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

No.  of 
Appns. 

In  Borough  and 

Out-Parish 

Number  of  families  with 
separate  home 

8 

17 

40 

31 

13 

4 

2 

115 

Number  of  families  without 
separate  home 

3 

36 

44 

18 

1 

102 

Outside  Borough  and 
Out-Parish 

Number  of  families  with 
separate  home 

1 

1 

12 

5 

1 

2 

3 

25 

Number  of  families  without 
separate  home 

1 

5 

13 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

28 

Total  family  units 

13 

59 

109 

59 

15 

8 

4 

2 

1 

270 

On  survey  of  the  housing  appliaction  forms  it  was  found  that  certain  appli¬ 
cants  indicated  ability  to  pay,  as  follows :  — 


Classification 

10/- 

Weekly 

12/-  15/- 

Rentals 

18/- 

20/- 

25/- 

30/- 

31/6 

and 

Over 

In  Borough  and  Out-Parish 
Families  with  separate  home 

5 

2 

16 

1 

33 

12 

17 

15 

Families  without  separate  home 

2 

1 

7 

1 

25 

17 

13 

27 

Outside  Borough  and  Out-Parish 
Families  with  separate  home 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

7 

Families  without  separate  home 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 

7 

TOTALS 

8 

5  25 

2  66  34  41 

56 

The  present  rentals  of  newly  erected,  three-bedroomed  Council  houses  is 
31/ 6d .  (inclusive  of  rates).  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  the  crushing  economic 
burden  (31/  6d .  inclusive  rental)  associated  with  the  new  -Council  houses  has 
resulted  in  the  tremendous  decline  in  housing  applications,  and  that  the  present 
waiting  list  is  not  a  true  indication  of  essential  needs. 

Eighty  of  the  houses  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Areas  are  still  occupied  and 
several  hundreds  of  houses  in  the  same  category  are  also  fully  occupied.  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  or  houses  approximating  to  Clearance  Area 
category,  are  not  to  any  appreciable  degree  applicants  for  new  Council  houses. 
The  reason  for  this  may  be  the  rentals  of  the  sub-standard  houses,  which  range 
within  5/-  to  10/-  per  week  inclusive  of  rates. 

It  is  recognised  that  the  present  building  programme  does  not  touch  the  fringe 
of  actual  housing  needs.  Nevertheless,  saturation  point  to  the  31/ 6d .  weekly 
rental  house  must  ultimately  arise,  together  with  the  problem  of  the  re-housing 
of  tenants  from  sub-standard  houses  inhabited  at  very  low  rural  type  rentals. 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  is  as 
follows :  — 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 


(a)  Permanent — Brick  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  Permanent — (Airey  Type)  —  Prefabricated 

Borough  .  — 

Out-Parish  ...  ...  4 
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PRIVATELY  BUILT 

(c)  Permanent  —  Borough  .  — 

Out-Parish  ...  ...  4 
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The  present  housing  position  is  approximately  as  follows :  — 

CATEGORIES 

12  3  4 

Number  of  occupied  privately  owned 
premises  (residential,  working  class, 

flats  or  rooms  over  shops)  ...  674  231  33  9 

Number  of  Council  houses  occupied  ...  334  —  —  — 

Number  of  derelict  void  houses  not 

demolished  ...  ...  —  —  —  — 


Totals  ...  1008  231  55  9 


5  Total 

460  1429 

5  339 

11  11 

476  1779 


Category  1  —  Satisfactory. 

,,  2  —  Minor  defects. 

,,  3  —  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

,,  4  —  Appropriate  for  re-condition  under  Housing  (Rural 

Workers)  Acts. 

,,  5  —  Requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 

Approximately  50%  of  the  privately  owned  houses  have  no  fixed  baths. 

STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Built 


Built 

Pre  1939 

Post  War 

1 947-8-9-50 

Old  Houses 
acquired 

Total 

Ivington 

— 

12§ 

_ 

12 

Caswell  Terrace 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Caswell  Crescent 

28 

— 

— 

28 

Caswell  Road 

54 

— 

— 

54 

Worcester  Road 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Cranes  Lane 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Rainbow  Street 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Croft  Street 

43 

4 

— 

47 

Churchill  Avenue 

— 

42 

— 

42 

George  Street 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Holland  Road 

6 

20* 

— 

26 

Mortimer  Street 

39 

— 

— 

39 

Mortimer  Place 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Waterworks  Houses  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Wigmore  Street 

10 

16§ 

— 

26 

Bargates 

— 

— 

3 

3 

West  Croft 

— 

16 

1 

17 

Dishley  Street 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Westfields  Walk 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Sandpits 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

210 

124 

5 

339 

*  Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows. 


§  Permanent  prefabricated  houses  (Aairey  Type). 
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VOID  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  DURING  YEAR .  3 

UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED  UNDER  SECTION  11,  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  — 
INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  YEAR:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  171 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  361 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be,  in  all  respects, 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  52 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  NOTICES  DURING  THE  YEAR:— 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  Nil 

Van  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^il 

HOUSES  BUILT  AND  OCCUPIED  DURING  THE  YEAR:  — 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  28 

(2)  Privately  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Routine  inspections  of  dairies : 

(a)  Examination  for  bacterial  content  —  Samples  sent  to  County 

Laboratory. 

(b)  Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  —  Samples  sent  to  Pathological 

Department,  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN: 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  •••  1& 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  28 

Ordinary  Milk  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Analysis  of  Samples  —  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Methylene  Blue  Test  Number  of  Samples 

Not  decolourised  in  4£  /  H  hours  ...  ...  ...  •••  10 


Decolourised  in  1  \  hours 

— 

,,  in  hours 

— 

,,  in  3  hours 

— 

,,  in  3g  hours 

1 

,,  in  4^  hours 

— 

Number  of  samples  taken  ... 

II 

12 


Number  of 
Samples 
28 


Analysis  of  Samples 
Phosphatese  Test. 
Number  giving  reading 
of  more  than 
2.3  Blue  Units 
1 


—  Pasteurised  Milk 


Methylent  Blue  Test. 
Decoloration 
within  30  mins. 

I 


Number  of 
Satisfactory 
Samples 
27 


Analysis  of  Samples  —  Biological  Tests 
Number  of  Samples 

9  Undesignated  Milk  —  Free  of  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella. 

3  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  —  Free  of  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella. 

Total  12 


3.  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Routine  inspections  from  time  to  time.  General  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
good. 


ICE  CREAM 


Number  of 


Methylene  Blue  Test  Samples 

Not  decolourised  in  4 \  hours  ...  23 

Decolourised  immediately  ...  1 

in  1  hour  ...  1 

,,  in  \\  hours  ...  — 

,,  in  2  hours  ...  — 

,,  in  2\  hours  ...  1 

,,  in  3  hours  ...  1 

,,  in  3i  hours  ...  — 

,,  in  4  hours  ...  1 

,,  in  4£  hours  ...  2 

Total  samples  taken  ...  30 


Provisional 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Number  of 
Samples 
23 

3 

1 

1 


—  Total  samples  taken  ...  30 

NOTE. — In  cases  where  samples  fell  within  Grades  3  and  4,  the  vendors 
were  communicated  with. 


MEAT 

Meat  Inspection  (Public  Abattoir). — Centralised  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry 
of  Food  scheme  of  control  is  in  operation.  Areas  served  are  Leominster  Borough, 
Leominster  and  Wigmore  Rural  District,  Kington  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and 
Weobley  Rural  District.  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
is  a  qualified  Meat  Inspector.  This  responsibility  entails  additional  evening  and 
week-end  work. 

The  undernoted  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  the  year:  — 


CATTLE 

excluding  cows 

COWS 

PIGS 

LAMBS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

TOTAL 

885 

488 

131 

5,390 

650 

7,564 
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The  figures  are  inclusive  of  the  following  dressed  or  partly  dressed  carcases 
received :  — 

1  Cow 

2  Cattle,  excluding  Cow 

3  Pigs 
32  Sheep 

Diseased  Meat  Discovered  and  dealt  with :  — 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  77 

8 

97 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  578 

43 

703 

6 

Percentage  of  number  affected 
with  diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis  ...  47.7% 

Tuberculosis 

33.7% 

Only 

14.9% 

3.8% 

Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Whole  carcase  condemned  ...  28 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  23 

10 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  number  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  ...  3.7% 

6.6% 

•i% 

Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Weight  of  diseased  meat 

discovered  and  dealt  with  ...  58,304  lbs. 

1,232  lbs. 

6,842  lbs. 

1,486  lbs. 

TOTAL:  30 

tons  5  cwt. 

3  qrs.  201bs. 

The  percentage  figure*'  show  the  proportion  of  food  animals  found  diseased. 

METHOD  OF  INSPECTION. — In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Memorandum  62  (Foods),  with  certain  relaxations. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  are  well  observed  by  all  meat 
traders.  No  Meat  Marketing  Scheme  under  Part  111  of  the  Regulations  is  in 
operation.  Byelaws  are  in  force  respecting  slaughter-houses. 

OTHER  FOODS 

The  undernoted  foods  were  surrendered  during  the  year :  — 

83  tins  Fruit;  119  tins  Vegetables;  107  tins  Fish;  7  stone  Fish;  6  tins  Soup;  9  tins 
and  68  lbs.  Sausages;  75  tins  Milk;  16  tins  Jam/Syrup;  4  lbs.  Sausage  Meat; 
18  lbs.  Bacon;  234  lbs.  Imported  Beef;  90  lbs.  English  Beef  (salvaged);  2  Pud¬ 
dings;  1  packet  Dates;  32  tins  Meat;  14  lbs.  Cheese;  4  lbs.  Brawn;  12  packets  and 
1  tin  Cereals;  1  jar  Pickles;  144  packets  and  I  tin  Dessert  Powder;  2\  lbs.  Butter; 

1  tin  Cocoa;  144  packets  Cheese;  2  tins  and  1  jar  Paste;  1  packet  Cake  Mixture; 
40  Meat  Pies;  68  Biscuites;  404  Oranges;  37  lbs.  Split  Peas;  76  lbs.  Sugar  Con¬ 
fectionery;  9£  lbs.  Ham. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  During  the  year  seventy-three  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  were  notified.  These  occurred  almost  entirely  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year.  Seven  cases  under  one  year  of  age  were  notified  but  the  disease  was  most 
prevalent  in  the  age  groups  5 — 9  years.  It  is  noteworthy  that  eight  cases  occurred 
in  adults,  two  males  and  six  females.  There  were  no  resultant  deaths  from  this 
outbreak. 
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ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS.  There  were  four  cases  of  Poliomyetlitis.  Two 
non-paralytic  infections  occurring  in  the  group  7 — 15  and  two  paralytic  in  the 
20 — 40  years  group.  There  was  one  fatality  in  this  latter  group. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 

Age  of  Patient 

1 

7 

7 

T 

7 

vO 

| 

1 

© 

1 

m 

1 

© 

7 

© 

CO 

1 

© 

■*r 

© 

'-f 

c 

1 

n 

1 

© 

CO 

■n- 

m 

© 

1 

Os 

o 

m 

© 

l 

© 

6 

c 

CO 

D 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

I 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

3 

5 

8 

5 

19 

7 

8 

3 

1 

— 

2 

5 

— 

73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

(Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(Non-Paralytic) 

Measles 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

1 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  figures  are  presented  through  information  supplied  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1950  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1936). 

Total  Estimated  Mid-Year 
Under  child  population,  1950 


Age  at  Under  1 
31.  12  50 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

i.e.  Born  1950 
in  year 

49 

48 

47 

46 

41- 

45 

36- 

40 

* 

1 

49 

66 

86 

79 

352 

264 

897 

555 

913 

1468 

These  figures  indicate  that  50.6%  of  the  child  population  under  five  years  of 
age  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  52.7%  at  the  end 
of  1949.  67.5%  of  the  child  population  of  5 — 14  years  has  been  immunised 

against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  59.9%  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  To 
sum  up,  61.1%  of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  immunised  com¬ 
pared  with  57.2%  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1950,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of  twenty- 
five  males  and  eighteen  females  who  normally  reside  within  the  Borough. 

During  the  year,  ten  new  cases  were  notified,  nine  on  account  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  parts  of  the  body 
other  than  the  lungs. 

During  the  same  period,  eight  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  recovered 
and  six  left  the  district. 
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The  following  figures  give  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  in  each  of  the  Local  Authority  districts  in  Northern  Hereford¬ 


shire  :  — 

Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  per  1 ,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Bromyard  Urban 

Bromyard  Rural 

Kington  Urban 

Kington  Rural 

Leominster  Borough 

Leominster  &  Wigmore  Rural 

Weobley  Rural 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(all  ages) 

Males 

7.3 

4.9 

9.6 

9.1 

7.0 

7.0 

10.1 

Females 

i 

!  Total 

1.- 

-Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

1'  “ 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

14. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

neoplasms  ... 

4 

7 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17.- 

-Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 

3 

6 

9 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

2 

8 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

10 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

1 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

i 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

All  causes 

84 
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